Shawnee State University

Digital Commons @ Shawnee State University
University Chronicle

Newspaper Collections

11-27-2012

November 27, 2012 University Chronicle
Shawnee State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.shawnee.edu/chronicle
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the Public History Commons

Recommended Citation
Shawnee State University, "November 27, 2012 University Chronicle" (2012). University Chronicle. 119.
https://digitalcommons.shawnee.edu/chronicle/119

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Newspaper Collections at Digital Commons @
Shawnee State University. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Chronicle by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ Shawnee State University. For more information, please contact svarney@shawnee.edu.

..
Super sleepers -for the
2012-2013 college

-tiask tba I season
PAGES

The editorially independent student
newspaper of
Shawnee State University
27TH OF NOVEMBER 2012

10.0 Gaming Conference
spotlights gamers haven
ZACK BURTON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Patrons and fans of the video game industry motion sensor technology by putting on some of the tech
traveled various distances Friday, Nov. 2 to and reproducing their movements-with little to no .-e'f
ror--on a screen.
attend SSU-hosted Shawnee 10.0, a confer- . · The conference concluded with a Shawnee Student
ence, according to its website, "devdtedt o Competition. Presided over by a group of SSU professo~, alumni and Reid, students in the gaming and
all aspects of gaming, game design, simula- engineering majors gave elevator pitch-style presenta-:
lions. Each . presentation relayed a game premise ·and
tion and immersive technology."
projected timeline, often ac;:companied by concept~art

Students take advantage of the opportunity to play homemade programs
created by Shawnee Students at the 10.0 gaming conference.
PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

Featuring keynote speaker and gaming guru Steve
Reid. managing director of UbisQft division Red StOIDl
Entertainment, this year's Shawnee 10.0 conference
shed an ultramodern gleam in this rural region. The
morning half of the conference showcased several talented speakers, including Greg Lyons on the use of 3D
assets, Howard Dortch on the use of virtual simulation to
create an interactive "Mars colony," and Steve Reid on
brand development in the gaming industry.
The event gave Shawnee State students an opportunity to shine, with their homemade programs and designs
on display, both advertising their ideas for gaming execs
and imparting crucial advice to newcomers in the field.
Several displays showcased ongoing student projects
and allowed for feedback.
In the afternoon, students Christopher George and
Daniel Morrison demonstrated the practical uses for

and, in the case of Clinton Carr's ''Tom Asunder," an
actual, playable demo.
Though Parker Gosline's "Gifted," a Double Dragon-esque beat 'em up, Farrah Eck and Wtlliam Akenls
"Borealis," an RPG featuring a butterfly effect plot, and
all the rest of the contestants gave excellent presentations, the standout winner was Kelly Hetke and Janette
Goering's "Porcelain and Alabaster," a tum-based RPG
featuring cyberpunk and fantasy elements. For winning,
the two received a scholarship towards the creation of
their game and autographed copies of Tom Clancy 's
Ghost Recon: Future Soldier from Reid.
The Shawnee 10.0 conference will no doubt continue
to put this university on the map for years to come, both
as a haven for gamers and gaming professionals and a
technological spotlight here in Portsmouth.

Obama wins second term

ALI CARROLL, STAFF REPORTER

Despite President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt Romney battling
neck-and-neck for much of their campaigns, President Barack Obama was
elected for a second term. Obama began his campaign strong, but when
the debates started Governor Mitt Romney gained confidence and gained
popularity. However, popularity for Romney began to dwindle after the
second debate. Romney appeared less confident and Obama took advantage of that.
Romney said that he knew what it takes to create jobs but could not tell anyone exactly what
his plan was. Obama laid out his plan to build on the five million jobs he has already created from
the job sector alone, and that set the pace for the rest of the debates.
Romney became defensive throughout the rest of the debate, not allowing Obama to finish
many of his answers. Romney came under fire from the media for his answer to the question, "in
what new ways do you intend to rectify the inequalities in the workplace, specifically regarding
females making only 72 percent of what their male counterp!1fts earn?" Romney answered, "I
went to a number of women's groups, and sai9 'ci!fl you help us find folks' arid they br(?~t us
binders full of women." The statement erupted iµto memes ·and comments in social mech\ \\\'
In comparison, Obama pointed at the
LedbetterAct, giving women forpppomuµtfto:sue
for gender discrimination, as a solution to gender ineqµalities in the United States'. · "· · > · :.
However, Kay Reynolds, Republican Party chaiipersoil·.il} Scioto County,
said that · despite
the media's interpretation of the second debate, Romney stayed strong. Reynolds also commented
on Paul Ryan's performance in the;~ce presidential debate stating that Ryan "held it tog . t1'
while Joe Biden did not act as a vicfpresident ~hould act.
CONl]t/ _ ·
-.,

Lllly

President Barack Obama rallies the crowd during a speech on Ohio
University's campus. PHOTO BY NICK BOLIN, PHOTO EDITOR
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GSSA promotes tolerance,
understanding for all!

DANIELLE HENDERSON.STAFF REPORTER

Anyone who is interested in promoting or receiving support, tolerance and understanding should know that every
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., members of the Gay Straight
Student Alliance gather in room 214 of Massie Hall to discuss and advocate such matters.
Jamie Roberty, a third year member, second-year officer and current President of the GSSA says that, "Our main goal is to promote tolerance and
acceptance among all people. We want people to feel accepted for who they
are, and we also enjoy participating in charities that show our support!"
The GSSA are responsible for hosting many events and charities that we
see right here on campus. Roberty says that, "we hold candlelight visuals at
the end of the week to remember those who have committed suicide in front
of Massie Hall. People gather with candles in order to show their support and
pay tribute to those of the LGBT community."
The main strategy used to promote tolerance between people in the GSSA
is quite simple, Roberty says. ''The main thing we do is try to give people
a safe place to talk so that they can open up and feel secure in doing so. We
have a system worked out with the faculty and similar clubs, so that we can
spread word of the security offered in the alliance, and provide people with a
safe place so that they know there is a support system available."
Roberty believes that the most irnpactful charity the GSSA has held was
the, "To Write Love on Her Arms charity". Roberty says that, "During this
event members gathered and hung up data they had gathered on suicide facts,
especially facts concerning the youth, and hung them up in the UC to form a
tribute wall. Many people in the community who have been affected by the
suicide of a loved one came out and personalized a card to place on the wall
of tribute."

Members of the Gay Straight Alliance gather in Massie hall every week to
promote acceptance among students.
PHOTO BY NICK BOLIN, PHOTO EDITOR

This charity encouraged many people to come out and pay respects to
those who they had unexpectedly lost and gave many people the chance
to meet others who had undergone similar experiences.
The GSSA is always open to new members and, "If ever a person wants
to join in or stop by the GSSA they are welcome to do so at any time, but if
a person wants to become a solid member they should be willing to show up
regularly, participate in events, and help to spread awareness of tolerance",
says Roberty.
The GSSA is open to the public, so anyone seeking support or interested
in being an activist in promoting tolerance, student or not, is encouraged to
come to their weekly meetings. For more information regarding the GSSA
you can go to their website (http://orgsync.com/40182/chapter). Contact information as well as an overview of the club are offered on the website, so
don't be shy!

Bears win in a shootout;
Lose a heartbreaker
SPENSER VILLINGER, STAFF REPORTER

After losing on Friday night the Bears saw some flaws in their offense and
made the adjustment to pull out a win over Southern Oregon 88 to 86.
The Bears had to play the loser of the Southern Oregon and Davenport game that was played
on Friday. The Bears got out to a quick 7 point lead and with 13 minutes left in the first half the
Bears had a 10 point lead, 31 to 21. The win over Southern Oregon came from a few of their star
players like Ian Nixon with 22 points, Jeremy Bennington with 18 points, Tyler Morgan with 19
points and 10 rebounds and Tyler Boyles closing the night with 10 points and joined the 1,000
point club. Ethan Moffat also had eight points off the bench. With the travel to and from Daytona,
Florida the Bears are very excited and happy to be at home for three games. For the past 3 games
the Bears love to make the game exciting and interesting by raising the score and then slowing it
down a little bit. But nearing the end of the game the Bears somehow have edged out a few wins
and only two losses. The Bears are 2 and 2 on the season. The next games up for the Bears are
three straight home games with University of the Curnberlands, Cumberland University (Tennessee), and then close their home stretch with their rival on Tuesday against Rio Grande.
Ian Nixson, 22, sprints down the court to start up the offense.
PHOTO BY NICK BOLIN, PHOTO EDITOR

On Friday, November 9 2012 the Bears took on EmbryRiddle Aeronautical University in Daytona, FL. The Bears
unfortunately lost despite the effort they put out on the floor.

Andrew Devlin, 11, lines up for two shots at the free throw line.
PHOTO BY NICK BOLIN, PHOTO EDITOR

Jeremy Bennington put on a three point marathon throughout the game;
he went 5 for 12 from three. He also poured in 22 points for the game. The
team even got to experience the Daytona International Speedway Tour on
Thursday November 8. So from the Daytona International Speedway, to the
basketball court the following day, the Bears were ready to play. The Bears
were down 23 points and then went on a 6-0 run but it was not enough. However, Ian Nixon had a fantastic game as well, he put up 12 points and added
6 assists. lyler Morgan used his body to get through the defense and put up
15 points and 11 rebounds. He finished the game with a double-double. The
Bears hold a 49-32 edge in rebounding with 24 of the 49 rebounds came on
the offensive side. 'Iyler Boyles had a great game as well as he went 4 for
6 from three point land and had 17 points on the night. Trevor Banks had a
homecoming welcome from his family and his nine rebounds and he also
went 2 for 9 from the field and he also went 3 for 4 from free-throws. The
Bears came up short against the Embry-Riddle Eagles 94 to 89.
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Non-traditional student finds
new way of looking at life
CODY LEIGHTENHEIMER, STAFF REPORTER
-----....___

Traditional kids who come to college directly from high schoof, attend full time, live in dorms or at home,
and finish in four years are amazing. I once had that chance and I chose to explore more extracurricular
activities. I wasted away a full ride on lost memories. I created lasting friendships, but two semest~rs of
German sind verschwunden (I had to Google a way to say "are gone"). It's okay though, I think I'm much
better off as a non-traditional student.
I truly believe that everyone finds their own way. My
way was to give it time. I took a year off and came back
to school at twenty-one. This isn't very uncommon, but
you throw on a 32-hour a week cashier job and a recently
acquired five year old step-daughter and life begins to
get more interesting.
A few weeks before the fall semester of 2011, I was
binge drinking, working as a cashier and moving into
my new apartment with four other dudes I didn't know
at all. My new place was on Fifth Street; right in the congested, blackened heart of the east end of Portsmouth.
The guys were great and a little odd in all the right ways.
Each character had their own quirks and his own parties. One party involved fifteen shirtless guys drinking
jagerbombs and wrestling in our very small kitchen. In
my own front room, I once had a former inmate threaten
to kill me for looking at his "old lady." I'm pretty sure
at one point someone wanted to have relations with their
own cousin, stepsister or something.
Anyway, I signed up for classes on a whim. I decided
it was time to quit fooling around and take the step back
into securing some sort of stable future. I was accepted
at Shawnee when I was in high school and I knew that
the offer was still on the table. I took some interesting
classes, planning to use them to build the foundation for
a communication degree, but still not wanting to challenge myself. The first Thursday of that semester was
the first of many good things to come. I had scientific
reasoning bright and early. I was dreading it from the
moment I hit the add class button, but I knew I had to get
one general education class out of the way. I walked in a
few minutes early and planted myself in the seat farthest
from the podium. Class had just started and in walks a
really pretty girl.
I was instantly attracted to Kasie. She sat down beside me, looked over and then picked up my name card.

Fast forward it two hours later and we're sitting outside
smoking and I'm choking over my words while trying to
impress this girl. We bonded over music, film and other
topical interests. The conversation was pretty cool and
then she brought up the fact that she had a four-year-old
girl named Lily Paige VanKirk. It took me a second to
adjust, I'm not at all afraid of children but at twentyone I had none of my own and I was too immature to
even think of spawning one. We continued to chat and
exchanged numbers. Over the next few weeks, I found
myself compelled to be around this girl. Every chance I
had, I took it. We went for coffee, we worked on a group
project together and then I asked her to a wedding. It was
probably too soon to travel to southern Kentucky with a
complete stranger, but as if it were nothing, she said yes.
The trip was great and before we made it back, we were
a gushing, annoying couple ... on the inside. We didn't go
public for a few months. Facebook made it real.
The whole time this relationship was forming, I was
still having trouble committing to school. I had no direction and I couldn't think past the day I was living
in. My grades weren't real bad, but I definitely wasn't
Dean's List.
I will forever respect Kasie for how protective she is
of Lily. A lot of mothers think it's a good idea to bring
every date home with them. I didn't come over for a
month at least. By the time I met Lily, Kasie and I were
sure that we had something a little more than a fling. I
will hon~stly never forget meeting Lily Page VanKirk for
the first time. It was a whirlwind of excitement. She led
me around the house explaining who all of her stuffed
friends were and asking me to do impressions. We drew
pictures of our spirit animals and talked a little about
music. She has exceptional taste. I was enamored with
this child. I kept coming out and playing with her. We
would watch cartoons, play games, dance, pretty much

It's a slacker's world ...
in college, that is

If college classes were jobs, the average college student would probably be fired. At the
very least, few people would be in consideration for a promotion. We wait until the last
minute to start every assignment, laugh when the professor asks us to read something longer than a page, skip class because we can and pay no attention to the condition in which
we show up to class when we do attend.
Not every student is as severe of a case as this stereotypical, slightly-exaggerated example; truth be told,
most college students try their best. But even the "good
students" with decent grades tend to have one or two
areas in which they slack. Maybe Student A does all
the homework and does it well but spends the whole
class period on his phone, while Student B pays close
attention in class but skims through the textbook while
watching Jersey Shore, and Student C reads the textbook
during class while fighting a hangover.
Even students who start out putting 110 percent into
every class soon learn that few students operate this way
all the time. Even the best learn how to cheat the system
when necessary. At the end of the day what matters to
most students is the grade. If you can live how you want
and still get a 'B' then why not?
But the real world isn't a far-off, magical land. It's
easy to fall into the trap of feeling safe on campus, where

life is the same, semester after semester in which life
seems frozen between childhood and adulthood. Seniors are often forced to realize all too quickly that
graduation is indeed coming, and it's coming faster than
they ever thought possible as a freshman. Soon, doing
just enough won't be enough, and there will be more
significant consequences for missing a day than losing
five points.
Of course, many people are model students if the
class is for their major, saving the less-than-stellar
performances for classes that don't matter to them personally. Students who view class versus a job this way
might just have it all figured out. They can get through
college without slaving over a textbook while still being
prepared to maturely handle the job of their choosing
after graduation. If so, kudos to them - but if your overall life philosophy is do what I feel, be careful, in less
than four years time, that may not cut it anymore.

everything under the sun. I had this feeling when I got to
know Lily that everything was going to be alright. I was
doing something right and I could feel something moving around in my mind. It was a shift.
That shift is entirely what I'm writing about. It's the
thing that drives us to BE. It's the differential between
adolescence and adulthood. For some people it's a career,
for others it's a dream, a commitment to family, money,
religion. It's the passion that boils up and when it bursts,
you are ready to do things, be something or be there for
someone. For me it's a combination; it was meeting the
person with a shared dream, who wants what I want, and
meeting her child who took all the apathy out of my life
and replaced it with this vivid, beautiful waking dream
in which I am constantly seeing in a wide of palette of
colors.
Lily shows me the fun in the world and simultaneously
grounds me. For the first time ever I have a four year plan.
I can see a career, I can wake up for class and I can get the
grades I need. I am reignited and my passions and dreams
seem more realistic because I'm moving toward them.
A year ago I was lost in a daze of my past. I was without passion, drive, and all I cared about was getting out
of my own head. Today I am engaged to the absolute love
of my life, whom I cannot fathom being without. I have
a beautiful little step-daughter who teaches me about life
every day, literally and emotionally (she watches a documentary a day and can speak on a Junior High level). I I
have a great new job that does a service to the community. I am starting my second year at Shawnee and am
planning on graduating soon and moving onto graduate
school for journalism. I'm not your average traditional
student, but sometimes it takes something a little nontraditional to get you moving in the right direction. Find
your drive and hold onto it.
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Super sleepers for the
2012 - 2013 college basketball
season
KEVIN COLLEY, STAFF REPORTER

In college basketball, and any sport for that matter, we tend to only talk about the powerhouses,
such as North Carolina, Duke, Kentucky, Louisville, or Indiana. However, in the process of
doing that, many other people forget about teams who have made significant improvements
to their rosters. So I thought I would change it up a bit and talk about three sleepers who I
think will make some serious noise during the 2012-2013 college basketball season.
Ohio Bobcats, Mid-American Conference:

COACH:JIM CHRISTIAN (FIRST SEASON AT OHIO).
LAST SEASON: 29-8, SWEET 16 APPEARANCE UNDER JOHN GROCE.

Ohio is rolling right now in collegiate athletics. Not only are they off to one of the best starts
in school history on the gridiron, they are doing it big on the hardwood as well. Last season was
a banner year for Ohio as they defeated Michigan and South Florida in the NCAA tournament
before falling valiantly to North Carolina in the Sweet 16 under John Groce.
However, Groce left for Illinois a week after the season ended. But he did not leave the cupboard bare. Nearly everyone returns from a team that turned some major heads this season, and
Jim Christian (who had the MAC figured out and won 20 games plus in every season that he
coached at Kent State before leaving for TCU) has been hired to lead the charge.
He inherits the MAC's best player in DJ. Cooper, who will end up being a four-year starter,
fonner Ohio State transfer Walter Offutt (who played a huge role down the stretch), and Stevie
Taylor, a sophomore who is one of the highest ranked recruits Ohio has ever landed, among others. They also have added Javarez Wills, a highly touted transfer from Texas Tech. The returnees
and Wills add up to a deep run in the NCAA tournament this season.

Prediction: 27 wins, MAC regular season and tournament champions, Sweet 16 appearance.
Stevie Taylor sprints with the ball on a fastbreak.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF: GOOGLE IMAGES

Colorado Buffaloes, Pacific 12 Conference

COACH: TAD BOYLE (SECOND SEASON AT COLORADO).
LAST SEASON: ~11, PAC-12 TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS, NCAA 3RD ROUND APPEARANCE.

Every media outlet in the country continues to talk about UCLA and Arizona running roughshed over this conference. However, they forget to mention that neither one of those teams won
the conference tournament last year.
Tad Boyle has done a great job bringing life back into a program that hasn't seen a lot of it
since Chauncey Billups left for the NBA Draft back in 1997. He has won 48 games in his first two
seasons with the Buffaloes and adds six players in what is considered to be the best recruiting haul
Colorado has ever had.
They return Andre Roberson, one of the most athletic and hard-working players in the country, as well
as sophomore guard Spencer Dinwiddie, who averaged 10 points per game in his freshman season.
Not only that, they add Xavier Johnson, a freshman wing who is one of the best defenders in the
incoming freshman class. Johnson is best known for the dunk he threw down over the #1 ranked
player in the Class of 2012 (and UCLA commit) Shabazz Muhammed. They also add Josh Scott,
who is the most highly touted recruit to come out of the state of Colorado since Chauncey Billups.
Scott gives Colorado a go-to guy in the post, which is exactly what they were missing last year.
All four of these players have NBA potential and should play a huge role as Colorado continues to
make strides in developing its basketball program and brand. Overall, Colorado may have some growing pains early, but I believe that they will get hot and make a deep run in the NCAA tournament.

Xavier Johnson gets ready to blow past a defender.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF: CUBUFFS.COM

Prediction: 25 wins, Pac-12 Tournament Champions, Sweet 16 appearance.

North Texas Mean Green, Sun Belt Conference

COACH: TONY BENFORD (FIRST SEASON AT UNTI.
LAST SEASON: 18-14 UNDERJOHNNY JONES.

Tony Mitchell gets up, to put down a dunk.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF: GOOGLE IMAGES

With a ton of talent and a new coach with an outstanding penchant for winning and bringing in
top talent as an assistant, the sky looks to be the limit for the North Texas Mean Green.
This team has absolutely scary potential and will definitely be the most athletic team in the Sun
Belt Conference. Roger Franklin, a senior and fonner Oklahoma State transfer, is a great-0efender
and adds perimeter pop to an already deep backcourt that includes sophomore Chris Jones, a 6'2"
guard that will make the right plays and is explosive going to the rack. Jordan Williams, another
sophomore was an absolute steal for North Texas on the recruiting trail, adds athleticism, defense,
a long frame, and some scoring pop to one of the best mid-major frontlines in the country.
However, no player on North Texas' team - or any other player in the Sun Belt Conference,
for that matter, even compares to Tony Mitchell. A redshirt sophomore, Mitchell is considered to
be the best mid-major player in the country, and for good reason: He shot over 45% from threepoint range, averaged a double-double in points and rebounds last season, had over three blocks
per game (second only to Anthony Davis), and shot well over 55 percent from the floor. A fonner
highly touted 5-star prospect and transfer from Missouri, Mitchell is so good that he is a major
candidate for the James Naismith Award (given to the top player in college basketball) and is
considered to be a lottery pick in next June's NBA Draft. His athleticism and inside/out skill for a
guy his size is so rarely found in a prospect at any level.
With Benford, Mitchell and company leading the way, North Texas should have the best season in school
history by far and should run the table in the Sun Belt Will the lack of experience temper the expectations?
We'll find out This could be the best team that the Sun Belt has ever fielded as a basketball conference.

Prediction: 31 wins, Sun Belt regular season and conference tournament champions, Sweet 16 appearance.
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Men's and
women's cross
country 3-peat
at Mid-South
Conference
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The men's team race out to the front of the pack.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF CHRONICLE STAFF

JEREMY HORNICK,
STAFF REPORTER

After running an incredible race, both the
men's and women's cross country teams
qualified for NAIA National Championship
in style by dominating both the men's and
women's race. For the third season in a
row both teams took home the title of MidSouth Conferenc~ Champs.
For the men's race, Brad Liston took home the honor
of Runner of the Year by winning the MSC conference
meet in a time of 25:24. Liston out ran the second place
finisher by seven seconds in the 5-mile race. Also earning
MSC first-team honors was Adam Schroeder, who finished fourth overall and second for the Bears with a time
of 25:36. Third for the Bears and seventh overall was Joe
Stewart who ran a 25:58. He broke the 26-minute barrier
for the first time in his running career giving him first-team
all-conference. Finishing fourth for the Bears and eighth
overall was Jeremy Anderson who just barely broke the
26-rninute mark by fW.~b.ing th,e CO\ITTi.e_in 25:59. giving
him second-team' MS~ ~ nce honors~ Rounding
._.$ :;:,;_ -•:.~'.-:: .•. ·. . .

The women's team surge forward overtaking their competitors.
PHOTO COURTSEY OF CHRONICLE STAFF

out the scoring for the Bears was Eli Gerlach who finished
the course in 26:04 giving him a ninth place finish overall and second-team all-conference honors. Also, getting
second-team all-conference honors were Breydon Gates,
Derek Ryan, and Donovan Wonacott.
For the women's race Kasey Hosier was the top finisher for the Lady Bears placing fourth overall with a
time of 19:20 in the 3.1 mile race, giving her the honor of
first-team all-conference for the third time in her running
career. Finishing second for the Lady Bears was Halle
Richards, who places fifth overall with an outstanding
tin1e_of 19:24 giving her the honors of Freshman of the
Year an.d first-team all-conference. Third for the Lady

....._.

:

..

..J:\'eai-s was Jamie Retl,lerford, who finished with a time

of 19:51 giving her the honor of second-team all-conJerence for the first time in her career with a ninth place
finish. Ashlyn Howie finished fourth for the Lady Bears
with a time of 20:00 giving her the honor of second-team
all-conference. Bri Tudor finished the course in 20:19
and placed eleventh overall giving her second-team
all-conference honors. Also getting second-team allconference honors was Arielle Knapp.
Eric Putnam won Coach of the Year for the third straight
time. Both the men's and women's team compete at the national meet in Vancouver, Washington Nov. 17th.

--oHsAA-s-moveto 7 football divisions

will help Southeastern Ohio high
school footb_
al~ a_thletic programs
KEVIN COLLEY, STAFF REPORTER

Over the past 15 y~ars, southeastern Ohio high scho'ol football teams have struggled to
advance past the regional finals, much less win state titles in their respective divisions. In
fact, only two schools have even made an appearance in the state finals during that same
span: Ironton in 1999 under the former legendary head coach and Ohio high school football's all-time wins leader, Bob Lutz (losing 16-14 to Sandusky Perkins), and Portsmouth
West back in 2002 under former head coach Mike Sammons, when they faced and lost
against Kenton High School led by Kenton's star player, former University of Cincinnati
quarterback Ben Mauk. However, the Ohio High School Athletic Association, or OHSAA
for short, just passed a new format earlier this year that will allow for more teams to make
the playoffs in the state of Ohio.
The creation of a seventh division for high school football is a huge deal and a major topic of discussion all across
the state of Ohio, not only because 32 more teams will
make the playoffs (each division is comprised of four regions, with eight teams making the playoffs in each region
that produces the total of 32) but it closes the gap between
schools with smaller enrollments and schools with larger
enrollments in each division. This especially helps southeastern Ohio schools out because enrollment around the
region is dropping, which hurts the competitiveness of
those teams because there are less boys to choose from
and therefore, less depth on those teams compared to the
bigger schools in more densely populated areas.
With the gap in enrollment now smaller between the
smaller teams and the larger teams in each division, this
will give more teams a shot at winning a state title. No
area in Ohio will be helped out more than southeastern
Ohio, especially considering the fact that they have to
compete with Cincinnati area schools to the northwest
and Toledo, Columbus, and Cleveland area schools
to the north. With the enrollment gap decreased from

division to division, this really helps the southeastern
Ohio schools with competition and being major factors
in the state playoffs.
Here is a list of where the following schools in southeastern Ohio would end up, according to the Louisville
Leopards athletic website up in Louisville, Ohio, if the
total enrollment for each school were taken today.
If you are a fan of Portsmouth West, Oak Hill, Wheelersburg, Frankfort Adena, Trimble, or Huntington, you
need to be watching these numbers very closely. Gaining or losing five more boys may be the difference from
being a playoff contender or a state title contender every
year to being your average, garden-variety team.
With the new divisional format corning into place next
year, I believe that before this decade is over with, there
will be a state championship football team to come out
of southeastern Ohio for the first time since Wheelersburg and Ironton each won a state title in football during
the 1989 season. The hope around here is that these new
divisions will end the state title drought for this region
for the first time in over 20 years.
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Tattoo generation with Liza Jane Hall
DANIELLE HENDERSON, STAFF REPORTER

"I've always been heavily into art, but I was probably five years old when I first noticed that
my dad's friend, Pineapple had a tattoo of a pineapple (poorly done) on his arm with the
word, 'Killer' above it. It fascinated me and I immediately began to draw on myself," says
Sara 'Liza' Goddard Hall, a Fine Arts major at Shawnee State University.
Liza performs as the lead singer of The Nasty Midnighters, a local punk rock band, and has experience in
tattooing as well as sculpting, drawing and painting in
the Scioto County tri-state area. Her interest and talents
in the arts and performing arts has drawn in a fair amount
of attention from those who have noticed her work, but
for those who don't know her - she is most easily distinguishable through the art on her body.
"I have 17 tattoos with at least half still in process, but
my most favorite tattoos would call for a tossup between
my Patsy Cline zombie that says 'I Fall to Pieces,' the
sugar skull I got on my knee when I was in Mexico City,
and the puking My Little Pony on my foot that my little
brother did for me," says Liza.
"The Patsy Cline piece came about in part by my
love for her and her music; she was a lovable hell-raiser
which is what I essentially aspire to be, and we zombified her up a bit because I like zombies. My sugar skull
is my favorite souvenir from all the places I've been, and
the My Little Pony is just ridiculous," she says. It now
serves as a running joke between her and the tattooists
of Grind-House, a local tattoo shop located on 2nd Street
in Portsmouth, because she and the tattooists are good
friends and find humor in silly works of art.
One of the most common concerns among people who
desire body art is that the tattoo will be of poor quality
or that they will later regret the tattoo they received, and
for good reason. Even Liza, who is experienced in both
receiving and giving tattoos, has received a tattoo that
she later regretted and was forced to cover it up. Liza
explains that most tattoos that go awry happen because
the person receiving it is irrational in their decision, and
provides some suggestions that may help to avoid regretting your tattoo.
"A good way to avoid regretting a tattoo is to sort out
a specific idea or 'decoration' that you know you will be
able to withstand looking at forever. Also, don't be afraid
to look into every tattoo shop available, unless you already have a good artist. Ask to see their portfolios and

if they don't have one and you aren't familiar with their
work, move on to another shop. You get what you pay
for, and even though some artist fees may sound high, in
the long run you'll get your money's worth from a good,
expensive tattoo rather than a bargain one," Liza says.
Another common concern among those interested in
receiving a tattoo(s) is that the general public will hold
a bias towards you, but in Liza's case she says that,
"More often than not I get compliments on how pretty
and colorful my tattoos are. A lot of people think that ·
my unicorn is pretty funny, and I'd have to agree." She
says that most judgment she's received on behalf of
the general public comes in the fonn of, "a few looks
and stares," and says that those interested in getting tattoos or body modifications on visible areas of the body

should know that this sort of judgment, "just comes with
the territory."
Liza said she believes that society is more open to 'tolerating' tattooed individuals, however, she says, "there
are still certain perimeters in which tattooed individuals
aren't accepted. Society is undoubtedly more comfortable with tattooed people thanks to reality tattoo shows.
Though I don't advocate these shows I do believe that
they have played a huge role in changing society's attitude toward tattoo acceptance over-all. By the standards
set 10 years ago, tattoo acceptance in the workplace has
become less severe. So many different types of people
have a good amount of tattoos, so with the popularity of
them today it simply shouldn't be an issue."
Liza's advice for those who want a tattoo but have
never received one is to, "do your research. Look for an
artist whom you think has the best style suited for the
piece you want. Ask for a stencil outline to wear for a
day if you want to try out the design before you commit,
and while you will be charged a small fee for this it's
worth it in the long run to know what you're going to
look like before committing to

Liza Jane Hall says her 17 tatoos make a personal statement. PHOTOS sv STAFF PHOTOGRAPER

Tips for saving money
on your cell phone bill
BY JESSICA HOLDBROOK.STAFF REPORTER

Are you paying too much for your cell
phone bill? If you have come to realize this
problem, then continuing reading, if you
haven't noticed the problem of overpriced
monthly cell phone bills, then please continue reading. A recent study shows that
87% of the United States owns a mobile device, with a monthly bill on average around
$70. There are so many options out there to
consumers that finding the correct plan withthe lowest hit to your wallet is becoming
more and more difficult. You have to sign
up for contracts and are constantly upgrading your phones to hav~ the latest software.
You need to be aware of how you use your phone and
how much usage you use within a month. Make sure you
understand the contracts usage guidelines. How many minutes and how much data are you able to use within a month?
Do you regularly exceed your minutes or megabytes?
Obviously, if this is the problem then you would need to
change to a different plan that better fits your mobile style.

When you have a smart phone there are so many new
services that you can choose between. Although these
new services are cool to have, are you really using all of
the services offered? Are they really worth paying for?
Roadside assistance? GPS? Insurance? Visual Voicemail? Consider carefully if you will really use them.
You need to make sure that you are looking at all of
your options, this includes different carriers. AT&T, Verizon, and Sprint are only a few of the competitors out
there. Shopping online is another great option because
many carriers offer discounts on cell phones and cell
phone plans.
If you are considering getting out of a contract check
out these websites, CellSwapper.com or CellTradeUSA.com. You can trade your cellphone plan and number
instead of having to pay the outrageous fees these wireless companies add while breaking a contract.
Stop calling 411, instead, start calling 800-FREE-411,
800-411-METRO or 800-GOOG-411. These will all give
you the same information you were previously paying for.
There are also many apps you can download to help you
save your money and time. You can download apps that
will help you track your minutes so you will never go over
again. Fire-fox has many plug-ins that will help you track
your minutes for free. Another app is textPlus, this is a free
app that allows you to talk and text for free. TextPlus is
available for Android, iOS and Wmdows Phones. Viber,
or Skype allows you to make free calls with your existing
phone number and once again there's no cost for you.

These are a few ideas to help
decrease that overwhelming cell
phone bill.
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Forecasts change
dramatically &
quickly
KYRA KEETON, STAFF REPORTER

Due to Hurricane Sandy, and the cold front
that was drifting into the area, the local
and national meteorologists scrainbled to
get new information out to the masses because the news outlets were trying to get
people prepared for what they expected to
be treacherous weather. On Sunday night,
October 28, there were multiple news
outlets that were reporting 8-12 inches
of snow for northeastern Kentucky and
southern Ohio.

Hurricane Snady.

This caused people to become frightfully aware of the ·
weather around them. One day it was 75 degrees and the
birds were singing, the next everyone was going to be
piled under a foot of snow. The big worry with this possible snow storm was the threat of mass power outages
in this area. The anxiety that people felt because of the
possible power issues most likely came from the previous outages that went on this past summer. Though, that
was during the heat, what would it be like in the midst of
a frigid cold front?
Stores like Walmart, Sam's Club, and Kroger's saw
an upswing in sales. People were rushing to the stores ·
and gas stations to stock up on items like: milk, bread,
lunchmeat, and even chips. Families also included kero- ·
sene onto their grocery lists. In this type of weather
threat a kerosene heater and blankets are things that are
essential if a power outage were to occur. Even though
this is true, the reports were already changing due to the ·

inconsistency of Sandy at the time. This "hurricane" had
already been downgraded to a superstorm even though
it had caused considerable damages on the east coast
It almost makes you question whether or not we really
know anything about what will happen next.
Nevertheless, conditions were consistently changing
with this storm, the meteorologists both in our area and
from the National Weather Service had to change their
predicted foot of snow down to just a coating to possibly
three inches. Still all that was seen on the radar was a
mix of rain, ice, and snow which ended up meaning that
this area only received slush rather than the foot of snow
that we started with in the beginning.
Taking all that into consideration, this area can consider itself lucky seeing as in places as close as West
Vrrginia they were experiencing the mass power outages
that were expected here. The photographs of our neighbors to the East are stunning yet disastrous because it

I

shows blizzard-like conditions, meaning the snow was
wet, heavy, and continuously falling. All Northeastern
Kentucky and Southern Ohio saw was only the thin blanket of snow that arrived in the wee hours of the morning,
the day before Halloween. This ultimately caused some
cities to postpone their trick or treat, some as late as November 3. Making us all think twice before we stepped
outside. Taking everything into consideration it seems as
if the best solution would be to check multiple weather
outlets, both locally and nationally; like the weather
channel. Also make sure to look closely at the radar because that will show you what is on the horizon. Still
there was a ray of sunshine to these inconsistent weather
reports as of late. It helped the Ohio and Kentucky
residents get ready for what we can now assume to
be a fairly harsh, yet unpredictable winter. So prepare your thermal underwear everyone, winter is just
around the corner.

Movie review: Wreck-It Ralph
Wreck-It Ralph has a rather thankless job.
As the villain of the classic arcade game
"Fix-It Felix Jr," it's Ralph's job to destroy
an apartment building day-in and day-out,
just so Fix-It Felix Jr. can show up with his
magic hammer and save the day. Over and
over and over again. For 30 years. After all
this time, Ralph is starting to question his
profession a bit. Just once, he'd like to be
the one who nabs the shiny gold medal, the
praise, the adoration, and the pie that Felix
enjoys on a daily basis. Just because he's
the bad guy doesn't mean he's a bad guy,
right?

But when Wreck-It Ralph abandons his game in
search of his hero's welcome, he accidentally sets off
a chain reaction of chaotic events that may ultimately
threaten all the games in the arcade...
Well, obviously the first things I must discuss about
this movie are the video game references. Prior to its

Wreck-It Ralph is a film worthy of a gold medal.

release, Wreck-It Ralph was frequently described as the
Who Framed Roger Rabbit of video games. Does it live
up to that lofty goal? Not quite, but that's not really a bad
thing because that really isn't the type of film Wreck-It
Ralph sets out to be. Wreck-It Ralph primarily spends
its time within the realms of three arcade video games
purpose-made for this film, which evoke lots of other
games but are completely unique to the film's world.
That said, the first third of the film is absolutely
crawling with cameos. The oft-promoted bad guy support group scene is just the tip of the iceberg. I suspect
viewers will need to go frame-by-frame on the DVD for
nearly the entire first act of the film to catch all the easter
eggs. There are all sorts of great little references to a
remarkably large assortment of video games in this film.
Even a certain portly plumber, whose paycheck was apparently too high for even Disney to pay, gets his due
early in the film in a couple of clever ways. Once the
main j>lot picks up the cameos take a backseat for the
rest of the film, but there are still a handful of clever nods
here and there if you're paying attention!
The character of Ralph really carries this film well.
Voiced by John C. Reilly, Ralph is lovable and endearing from the first moment he appears on-screen. He's a
very easy character to root for during his quest for acceptance. The second primary character is Vanellope
von Schweetz, a game glitch voiced by Sarah Silverman.
Vanellope takes a little while to
warm up to at first, but the character
is surprisingly complex and as the
film progresses, Vanellope's character arc almost eclipses Ralph's
as the primary focus of the film. As
unlikely as it seems at first, .Ralph
and Vanellope's friendship is actually the source of most of the film's
heart and is quite well done.
Secondary characters Fix-It Felix
Jr. and Sergeant Calhoun, voiced
by Jack McBrayer and Jane Lynch
respectively, also consistently entertain whenever they appear on
screen. Felix serves as an obvious
stand-in for Mario and Calhoun is
essentially a mash-up of every first
person shooter protagonist ever.

KYLE FRISCH, GUEST COLUMNIST

The bizarre romance that occurs between the two characters is a lot of fun to watch unfold.
The biggest thing that surprised me about Wreck-It
Ralph, however, is the film's scope. Despite having a relatively simple story, the scale of this film is huge. A rule
established early in the film is that characters who die
outside of their own games can never regenerate, which
add some -higher stakes to the events of the film. The
various subplots and story arcs are cleverly woven together so that when all the puzzle pieces do finally come
together in the end, the climax that unfolds in the third
act is a massive, frantic, and epic sight to behold! This is
a big movie!
Wreck-It Ralph comes after a wave of previous animated films that featured villains put in the protagonist
role, but it manages to use clever storytelling to set it
apart from those earlier movies. Thankfully, Wreck-It
Ralph also resists the temptation of casting Fix-It Felix
as the villain of the film. Instead, it features a much more
creative antagonist that is neither too obvious nor predictable but also isn't completely out of left field when
he is finally revealed.
If there are any complaints to be made about WreckIt Ralph, they are fairly minor. The kart-racing candy
world of Sugar Rush is perhaps featured a bit too heavily in the film. Several other game worlds are seen early
on, but once the story enters Sugar Rush, that's primarily
where the story stays from then on. The video game references and cameos pretty much stop here. The resulting
onslaught of candy puns and subtle product placements
(Nesquik-sand!) are witty and clever, but seem a bit out
of place ~ithin the video game focused context of the
film. Why would a kart racing game feature all thes_e
brand names and candy characters that have little to do
with the actual racing going on?
Beyond that, though, there is little-bad to be found
in Wreck-It Ralph. The comedy does stray a bit farther
into potty humor territory_ than one might expect from a
Disney film, but the lovable characters and compelling
plot more than make up for it. In the end, Wreck-It Ralph
is one of Disney's best films to come out in years, and it
doesn't rely too heavily on video game in-jokes to tell its
story. The characters are very appealirig and the frantic
energy and huge scope of the story make it great fun all
the way through.
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Fun things to do
in and around
the Portsmouth
area
JEREMY HORNICK, STAFF REPORTER

Having trouble finding something to do in
Portsmouth? There are many things to do
in and around the Portsmouth area you and
your friends can do.

Alex Meade takes time out of her busy schedule to study for classes.
PHOTO BY CHRONICLE STAFF

Chall enges of balancing college and work
1

KYRA KEETON, STAFF REPORTER

Everyone has, at one time or another, heard someone tell them that schoolwork comes first, but what
happens when you have a job that is helping you
pay for you to do that schoolwork? This is a problem that many college students have to deal with
at this particular point in their lives. This is no exception for Alex Meade, a junior at Shawnee State.
Meade is a Sociology major and minoring in social work, while also working 30 hours a week at
a Dollar General. She described being a full-time
student and working a job as "stressful!"When attending a university, we all know that it is more than just
showing up to class every week. There are tests to study for, homework to do, and what seems like endless papers to write. Then add
on working a job and you might just be in over your head at times.
Yet Meade seems to think that all of that can be balanced. Her
technique for taking on these challenges is to carve out at least
two hours every single day, no matter what she has going on, to
dedicate her mind to studying for upcoming tests and working on
homework. While she also puts great importance on those hours of

Obama wins second term
However, Kay Reynolds, Republican Party chaiq>erson
in Scioto County, said that despite the media's interpretation of the second debate,_Romney stiyed stro_ng.
Reynolds also commented on Paul Ryan's j>~rformance
in the vice presidential debate stating that Ryan·"held it
to_ge,ther" while Joe Biden did not act a~·a v:tce pres1dent
should act.
· ,· ·
In the last debate both of the candidates remained
equally calm and many media outlets had a hard time
picking a clear c ~ e r of $e third-debate, unlike the
first two.
At the Biden Rally at Portsmouth High School in September, Ted Strickland,
ex-Ohio governor, and Melanie Ogg, a local educator, were both very vocal a'
about their support for Obama. Ogg said, "Our president
and vice president understand us, they share our values
and our dreams for the future."
At the Romney Rally at Shawnee State University in
October, many of his supporters were confident with his
odds of winning this election. At the Rally, Ohio Senator candidate Josh Mandel called Washington "broken."
According to Joe Uecker, Ohio Senate candidate, with
four years of "failed economic policies looming in the
background, this should have been the perfect time for
Romney to win the presidency,."America saw differently.

schoolwork, Meade said "the breaks I take in between each subject
are what really help the most."
Being a former high school varsity softball, golf, and basketball player while even then keeping a high grade point average,
Meade was able to compare her current balancing act to that of
the struggles she had in her high school career with trying to perform at a high level both on the field and in the classroom. That
experience is where most of her techniques for this balancing act
stem from, she said. Still, there is a big difference from balancing
high school studies with sports and fitting college studies into a
30 hour a week work schedule. "Sports are less stress because
you can leave it all on the field, and you know how much time it
will take up," she said.
"Sports, softball especially, were something that let me get out
of my head and relieved my stress. Now I don't have anything like
that, but I manage by being around my family and friends on the
weekends," said Meade. Her time with family and friends are very
limited these days but she is able to factor them into her stressful
equation too. What she considers to be her best idea is her plans to
make study groups with her friends so that way she can both study
and socialize.
Still, with all this stress Meade has stayed positive through it all,
because as she put it "all this is worth it in the end." She is currently
looking forward to hopefully becoming a social worker with young
children and Meade understands that sometimes it takes hard work,
dedication,.and even some sacrifice to do what you want in life.

Want to catch a flick?The Portsmouth Cinema at 1623
Chillicothe Street is a great place to watch all of the newest releases. Prices start at $8 for adults, $6for matinees,
and 3D movies are $3 more than regular movie prices,
and no passes are accepted for 3D movies. On Thursdays,
students receive a discount with their Shawnee ID card.
Portsmouth has great bowling alleys, including Sunset Lanes at 2330 17th St. With Flat screen displays
across 36 lanes with automated scoring, Sunset Lanes
features big screens, high definition videos playing
sporting events and music videos. With 12 lanes that
include comfortable couches and a lounge annosphere,
Sunset Lanes is a place to be. Food and beverage service
is delivered to your lane, and also an expanded arcade
with the latest games. For more information and hours
call (740) 353-9125.
Want to do some shopping or just hang out with your
friends? Go to the Ashland Town Center Mall. Just
about 20 minute drive, located at 500 Winchester Ave,
Ashland Kentucky is your small-town mall with some
great stores to shop in. For more information, call them
at (606) 324-1100.
Skateland Roller/lnline Skating Rink is an indoor
rink and is open year-round. Skating is great exercise
and great fun for all. For all the inexperienced skaters
needing training, call (740) 574-8000 for more details.
Skateland Roller/lnline Skating Rink is located at 7900
Ohio River Rd Wheelersburg.
For entertainment, another great place to go is the
Buckeye Dairy Bar & Miniature Golf 13066 US Highway 52, West Portsmouth. With their low prices, this
little dairy bar will take you back to the ones your parents took you to as a kid. With great ice cream out of the
machine with just the right curl at the top. Top it off with
a fun nine-hole game of miniature golf. Contact them at
(740) 858-2476.
If you are having trouble deciding what to do in Portsmouth, give one of these places a try and chances are
you'll have a great time with your friends.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Obama won the Electoral College by 97 votes, 66 of the
votes coming from the swing states, including Ohio.
During Obama's victory speech, he was very gracious,
th¥Jkil1g the American voters, Joe Biden, ..and especially
his wife Michelle. "I wouldn't be the man i am today
withou_t the woman who agreed to marry me 20 years
ago. Lel me say this publicly: Michelle, I have never
loved Jou _more. I have never been prouder to watch
the rest of J\merica fall in love with you, too, as our nation's firsr}a'dy," Obama said. Obama even mentioned
bis hopes of working with Romney in the White House,
tci come together and come up with new ideas.
.. Romney's concession speech also thanke~. ) 1aul
Ryan, his wife, and the American voters. Covel'~g~ on
Fox News mentioned that Romney had only made one .
speech, a victory speech, proof that Romney was confident in his chances of winning this election.
"Like so many of you, Paul and I have left everything
on the field. We have given our all to this campaign. I
so wish ... I so wish that I had been able to fulfill your
hopes to lead the country in a different direction, but the
nation chose another leader, and so Ann and I join with
you to earnestly pray for him and for this great nation,"
Romney said. Romney made no comment about coming
together with Obama in Washington.

Student supporters of Gov. Mitt Romney during his rally In Portsmouth
PHOTOS BY BIANCA GREENE.

